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“The areas subj‘ect to frequent scarcity of famines extend upto
those where average rainfall is less than 30”. Itis not merely low
annual rainfall, but the frequency of deficiency of the annual rainfall
from the average annual rainfall that determines famine of scarcity
areas ....... The famine areas in Rayalaseema in Andhra Pradesh
are subject to more severe conditions due to greater frequency of
successive deficiencies as compared to the corresponding areas in
similar states ........ The analysis of rainfall for 57 years (1875 to
1931) shows that drought has occurred in 12 years due to failure of
southwest monsoons and 27 times due to failure of northeast mon-
soons. Also drought in consecutive years has occurred mostly in
northeast monsoons period, in 1875-76, 1896, 1900, 1907, 1908,
1909 and 1923-24.......... Rayalaseema, by its high frequency of de-
ficiency from average annual rainfall, established itself as worst hit
scarcity area in the peninsular India......... It is the amelioration of
these scarcity areas that is going to be promoted by the allocation of
maximum quantity of Godavari and Krishna waters to Andhra
Pradesh.”
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To

TheHon’ble Chief Minister,
Government of Andhra Pradesh,
HYDERABAD.

Hon'ble Sir,

We, the legislators of Rayalaseemawish to bring to your kind con-
sideration the irrigation needs of our region.

At the outset, we congratul ate the Government of Andhra Pradesh,
the Chief Minister in particular and express our gratefulnessfor launching
TELUGU GANGA Project, to serve the irrigation needs of a portion of
Rayalaseema.

But, yet there is much more to be done for this chronic famine af-
fected area. The history of Rayalaseemais nothing but the history of fam-
ines dating back to centuries. That the worst of famine of 1876 took atoll
of 40% of the population on account of starvation iswell known.

The then governments had to evolve afamine code to combat fam-
ine in Rayalaseema. The British Engineers, out of sheer compassion for
the miseries of the people affected by famine examined various measures
to protect the population and came to the conclusion that irrigating large
tracts of area of Rayalaseemawasthe only solution. Several Brutish Engi-
neers like Mackenze, Cotton and Fischer finally prepared plansto link up
Tungabhadrabasin with Pennar basin on one hand, and Krishnabasin Pennar
basin on the other with number of reservoirs at various reaches. Unfortu-
nately, this comprehensive scheme remai ned unimplemented for anumber
of years.

Later, in 1940s, Madras Government began to implement a part of
this scheme by taking up the construction of Mallapuram dam across
Tungabhadrariver, which differed materially from Mackenze' s schemewho
suggested alarger reservoir for the exclusive benefit of Rayalaseema.

Again in 1950s, the Government of Madras prepared plans and es-
timates for areservoir across River Krishna at Siddeswaram with canals,
known as Krishna - Pennar East and West to irrigate large tracts of land in
Kurnool and Cuddapah districts. But unfortunately, the Krishna - Pennar
Project got shelved on account of the controversies developed between
the Telugu speaking people and Madras Government. The sentimental ap-
proach to the problem deprived the people of Rayal aseema of the benefits
of Krishna - Pennar Project and Andhra State opted for Nagarjunasagar in
its place.

The earlier fears among the people of Rayalaseemathat they may
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get neglected by the dominant majority of Coastal Andhra after linguistic
reorganisation of the States were allayed by the reiteration of the spirit of
Sribagh Pact. Meanwhile new currents in politics created a different pic-
ture. By theformation of Visalandhra, the spirit of Sribagh Pact wastotally
lost.

In 1969, Rayal aseema peopl e realised their backwardnessin all the
fields, recollected Sribagh Pact and started agitating for their rightful de-
mands. But the fight was lost because of sabotage by |eaders who made
themselves comfortable positionsin State Cabinet. The people of Rayala
seema were left once again with unfulfilled promises. That is how the re-
gion remains totally neglected leading to further accentuation of regional
imbalances. Now we see aray of hope with the advent of Telugu Desam
Government which is committed to the development of famine stricken
areas. As afirst step in this direction, the Government proved its commit-
ment by launching Telugu Ganga Project.

In this connection, we bring to the notice of the Government that
large areasin the districts of Rayalaseemaareyet to be covered withirriga-
tion facilities and suggest a Master Plan be prepared to cover all these
areas. We feel that by linking Godavari basin with that of Krishnaand if
necessary Krishnabasinwith that of Tungabhadrain the upper reachesand
also making suitable changesin cropping pattern wherever it ispossible so
that adequate quantities of water can be made available for the require-
ments of Rayalaseema. We propose the following schemes for examina-
tion and early implementation in this regard.

Proposal No.1:

Srisailam right bank right branch canal should be extended upto
Cuddapah by tagging it on to Mylavaram reservoir and by constructing a
reservoir across Papagni river at Tummaluru to irrigate Panyam, Nandyal,
Banaganipalle, Koilakuntla, Jammalamadegu, Muddanur, Kamalapuram

and Cuddapah Taluks of Kurnool and Cuddapah Districts.
Proposal No.2:

The areas of Markapuram, Kambam, Giddalur should be served by
transferring sufficient water from Velugodu reservoir to Gundlakammaand
Sagileru basins through atunnel and constructing abalancing reservoir at
Turumella
Proposal No.3:

The scope of Tungabhadra High Level canal, should be suitably
widened to cover (A) Adoni, Pattikonda and Dhone Taluks in Kurnool
district by cutting aridge at Malagavelli, and Gooty and Guntakal taluks
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by extending Guntakal Branch canal, (B) Dharmavaram and Anantapur
taluks by Penna - Ahobilam right canal, and (C) Tadpatri taluk by Yadiki
scheme on Pennariver.

Proposal No.4:

To cater the needs of upland areaslike Madakasira, Hindupur, Kadiri,
Penugonda, Rayadurgam and Kalyanadurgam taluks in Anantapur district
which are not commandabl e under TungabhadraHigh Level Canal, Vayal-
padu taluk in Chittore district and Rayachoti and Lakkireddypalletaluksin
Cuddapah district, efforts should be initiated by starting a dialogue with
Karnataka Government for ajoint project at higher levels of Tungabhadra
to flow either by gravity or by lift.

In conclusion, wereguest the Hon’ ble Chief Minister to takeacom-
passionate view to save the people of Rayalaseema from the ravages of
recurrent famines and take up all these projects for speedy implementa-
tion.

Yours obediently,

Sd/- D.Narayanaswami, M.L.A., Anantapur.

Sd/- B.VeeraReddy, M.L.A., Badvel.

Sd/- M.V.Ramana Reddy, M.L.A., Proddatur.

Sd/- R.Rajagopal Reddy, M.L.A., Lakkireddypalle.
Sd/- M.Kesava Reddy, M.L.A., Tadpatri.

Sd/- K.Ramachandra Reddy, M.L.A., Nallamada.
Sd/- GNagi Reddy, M.L.A., Dharmavaram.

Sd/- K.Sivananda Reddy, M.L.C., Cuddapah.
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Sri Bagh Pact

The following is the text of the Sri Bagh Pact,
deriving its name from the famous Garden Villa of
Desoddharaka K .Nageswa-raRao Pantulu, in Madras,
where it was discussed and drawn up.

(Pact between the Rayal aseema representatives
and those of Coastal districts from Berhampur to
Madras.)

UNIVERSITY: Thiscommitteeis of the opin-
ion that two University Centres are to be developed
under the Andhra University, one at Waltair and the
other at Anantapur, so as to distribute the centres of
culture over the Andhradesa, and create opportuni-
ties for social and cultural intercourse amongst the
Andhras and locate colleges in areas favourable to
the subjects dealt with.

IRRIGATION: That, to ensure the rapid devel-
opment of the agricultural and economic interests of
Rayalaseema and Nellore on the level of those in
Coastal districts, schemes of irrigation should, for a
period of ten years or such longer period as condi-
tions may necessitate, be given a preferential claim
especially in respect of the utilisation of the waters
of Tungabhadra, Krishna and Pennar, giving for ten
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years exclusive attention in respect of major projects
beneficial to these areas.

That whenever the question of sharing waters
arises, the needs of the aforesaid areas be first met
and that this policy be implemented as from today in
the administration of the province.

LEGISLATURE: That, in the matter of general
seatsin the Legidlature, the distribution shall be gen-
eraly on an equal district basis.

It is agreed that the location of the University,
the Headquarters and the High Court may advanta-
geoudly be in different places so as not to concentrate all
civic importance at the same centre. Accordingly, it isagreed
that, while the University may continue to be where it is
(Waltair), the High Court and the metropolis belocated in suit-
able place in the Coastal districts and the Rayalaseema (in-
cluding Madras), the choice being given to the Raya aseema.

It shall, however, be open to vary these terms by com-
mon consent.

Sd/- K.Koti Reddy, Sd/- B.Pattabhi Seetaramaiah.

(Chairman of thecommittee).  Sd/- KondaVenkatappayya.

Sd/- Kalluru Subba Rao. Sd/- Pappuri Ramacharlu.

Sd/- H.Sitarami Reddy. Sd/- R.Venkatappa Naidu.
(December, 1937)
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